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LOSING THE LITTLEST TO
PREVENTABLE TRAGEDIES

Alexis Wiederholt had no idea her father kept a
loaded pistol in his bedroom when she brought
her four young children over for a family visit.
After putting her nine-month old baby, Corbin,
down for a nap and turning on the TV for her
older children, she heard a loud noise.

When she turned around, her five-year-old son
said to her, “I'm sorry, Mom. | shot Corbin.” The
boy appears to have opened a cabinet, found
the pistol, and pulled the trigger, killing his
infant brother, who was asleep in a playpen.
He was curious; he was playing; he was five.
He didn’t—he couldn’t—comprehend the
consequences.

WHAT OWNERS CAN DO

The risks of allowing children near guns
may seem obvious. Too often stories hit
the headlines about a deadly “accidental”
shooting involving a child—a two-year-old
killing his mother in Walmart; a toddler
shooting himself in the face while playing
with a neighbor’s pistol; a brother killing his
sister with a rifle left in a corner.

1.7 MILLION KIDS LIVE IN HOMES
WITH UNSECURED GUNS

Shootings like this are not accidents—
they’re negligence. Fifteen states
currently have smart gun laws that require
firearms to be locked whenever a child
might have access to them and hold gun
owners accountable—criminally—when a
tragedy occurs with their weapon.

Safe storage and child access prevention
laws have been shown to reduce
unintended shootings, as well as

youth suicide, and courts have ruled
again and again that these laws are
constitutional. To spare additional families
the devastating loss of a child, more states
need to pass legislation that makes sure
deadly weapons stay out of tiny hands.

SMART GUN LAWS SAVE KIDS’ LIVES

What makes Corbin and his brother’s story

so tragic is that it could have been easily
prevented had their grandfather’s gun been
properly stored. Every year, far too many
children die or suffer injuries in unintended
shootings, most because of negligent firearms
storage. These senseless calamities have a
commonsense solution: laws requiring safe gun
storage and better education for gun owners
on the dangers firearms pose to children.

WHAT DEALERS CAN DO

Firearm safety devices, particularly
trigger locks and gun safes, can mean
the difference between life and death
for a child. Current federal law requires
licensed gun dealers to ensure handgun
buyers own a safety device. But the

law excludes rifles and shotguns, even
though those weapons are used in 24%
of unintentional child firearm deaths.
The law also does not cover private
handgun sales or require that gun owners
actually use their safety devices.

Warning labels are an essential feature
of many consumer products such

as toys, cigarettes, and even plastic
bags. Firearms, though, are specifically
exempted from the Consumer Product
Safety Act even though gun buyers are
often woefully unaware of just how easy
it is for a child to find—and fire—a gun.

M\ WARNING

ONLY 15 STATES REQUIRE DEALERS

TO PROVIDE GUN SAFETY INFO:

California Michigan New York
Connecticut Minnesota North Carolina
Florida Nebraska Ohio

Maine New Hampshire Texas
Massachusetts New Jersey Wisconsin

So far, 15 states have passed their own
laws requiring gun dealers to provide
safety information, and three states
make dealers ensure long-gun buyers
own safety devices. California and
Massachusetts require guns to include
additional safety features, such as
chamber load indicators or magazine
disconnects. By taking action at the state
level, we can save more lives and build
momentum for much-needed federal
reform on gun safety regulations.



