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STRENGTHENING
THE BACKGROUND
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Improving the number and
quality of records sent to
NICS must be a top priority
for lawmakers in every state in
order to ensure the background
check system is as thorough as
possible. For the Record: NICS
& Public Safety explores what
NICS is, how it works, and why
this system is so essential to
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lifesaving potential.

The National Instant Criminal Background Check System, known
as NICS, is one of the most important tools we have in the fight
against gun violence. This powerful, necessary set of databases
helps stop more than 100,000 prohibited purchasers from buying
guns from licensed dealers every year. Unfortunately, far too
many others slip through the cracks due to missing or incomplete
background check records, often with deadly consequences.
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ABOUT AMERICANS FOR RESPONSIBLE
SOLUTIONS & THE LAW CENTER TO
PREVENT GUN VIOLENCE
Led by former Congresswoman Gabrielle Giffords
and Navy combat veteran and retired NASA
astronaut Captain Mark Kelly, Americans for
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Responsible Solutions and the Law Center to
Prevent Gun Violence are committed to advancing
commonsense change that makes communities
safer from gun violence. Operating out of offices
in Washington DC, San Francisco, and New York,

responsiblesolutions.org
smartgunlaws.org
EMAIL info@responsiblesolutions.org
media@smartgunlaws.org

our staff partners with lawmakers and advocates
at the federal, state, and local levels to craft and
enact the smart gun laws that save lives. We provide
expertise in critical firearms litigation, lead grassroots
coalitions, and educate the public on the proven
solutions to America’s gun violence epidemic.

